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CONCLUSIONS of the co-organizers

A brainstorming meeting, co-organized by the Anmradbh Foundation and
the Alliance of Civilizations was held in Paris, &ebruary 3, 2009. The
meeting, co-chaired by President Jorge SampaioHigl Representative
for the Alliance of Civilizations, and Mr. André Aalay, President of the
Anna Lindh Foundation, brought together some irgomal organizations
and bodies that are members of the Group of Friefdlse Alliance and a
number of civil society organizations, partners ttee Anna Lindh

Foundation (*)
The aim of the brainstorming was twofold:
- to provide an exchange of views and an in-deptHysisaof the

possible causes and consequences of the war iniG#zarelations

among and within societies in the euromediterramegion.



- to address the rising intercultural tensions betws#h shores of the
Mediterranean and assess the need for joint actionkeal the

widening rift among societies in this region.

Although participants agreed that political probgemequire political
solutions, as it is the case in the Israeli-Palesti conflict, they stressed
the need to restore trust and rebuild cultural launthan bridges as the best
way to prevent the aggravation of conflicts, avadtremism and
radicalization fueled by the instrumentalization aflture and religion.
They also emphasized the urgent need to work viiihsociety and local
authorities as well as to take appropiate joinbastin order to support and

facilitate their initiatives.

Aware of the concerns raised during the meeting thedcall for action
coming from many civil society organizations ankirg into consideration
the Gaza Flash Appeal, announced by the U.N. EmeygeRelief
Coordinator in Geneva on the eve, the Anna Lindon8ation and the

Alliance of Civilisations decided to launch a contmbitiative called

RESTORE TRUST, REBUILD BRIDGES

They invited all the participants to be part ofciontributing to it with their

ongoing programs or/and with new ideas for potéaiat new actions.



The aims of the initiative will be:

1. To restore trust in Euro-Mediterranean dialogueingkinto
account the war in Gaza, the need for ending tbgesof the
Gaza strip, the necessary resolution of the IsRalstinian
conflict and the urgency of recreating a perspect¥ peace in
the region in line with the UN resolutions and thkarseille

Declaration on the Union for the Mediterranean

2. To rebuild human and cultural bridges among sasedind work
for a culture of peace in the Euro-Mediterraneagiore, namely
by contributing to a common and non partisan nagadf what
happened in Gaza and in the region, and to fighinagany kind
of discrimination, racism and xenophobia, suchsé&mophobia

and antisemitism.

3. To develop cooperation with civil society, focusad promoting
people to people contacts in the Euro-mediterranesgion,

particularly between Israelis and Palestinians.

4. To support the consolidation of a wide platformcofil society
groups and the reinforcement of city-to-city co@tien to help

achieving the aims noted above.

Regarding actions to be implemented in the fieldcolture, education,
youth and media, participants have been requestethke suggestions by
February 16 which the Alliance of Civilizations ande Anna Lindh

Foundation will collect.



The whole proposal may be announced at the IstaRbulm of the

Alliance, on 6-7 April.

The conclusions were issued on Friday 6" February in Alexandria and

New York by the Anna Lindh Foundation and the Alliance of Civilisations.

(*) The following institutions and networks wergoresented at the meeting held
in Paris on February 3 2009 co-organised by th@aAdke of Civilisations and the
Anna Lindh Foundation (ALF):

European Commission; EMPA Euro-Mediterranean Radiatary Assembly,
Council of Europe; Council of the European Unioeague of Arab States; Inter-
Parliamentary Union; Organization of the Islamian@wence; UNESCO, Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatidgtrench Ministry of Foreign
Affairs; International Organization for MigrationtJnited Cities and Local
Governments; Euromed Non-Governmental PlatforBiennale of Young
Creators from Europe and the Mediterranean; Tranpéennes; Babelmed; EU
Institute for Security Studies; Euro-Mediterranedniversity; ALF Heads of

Network France, Egypt and Turkey.



